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This paper presents the RoboCup JapanOpen @Space Challenge, a competition-based benchmark for
intelligent space robotics motivated by ISS operational needs. The first competition used JAXA ’ s free-
flying robot Int-Ball2 and its open-source Gazebo simulator, requiring teams to perform autonomous object
search through the same interface used in actual operations. We report the competition design, first-year
results, technical bottlenecks, and a roadmap toward deployment in the space environment.
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